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∞ mile (infinite mile) is a recently launched monthly online Detroit-based art journal.  Through reviews,

interviews, articles, writings and photo essays, ∞ mile  fosters critical discourse in support of art and culture in

Detroit.  Inflecting on Detroit and its nuanced, experimental and diverse art scene, ∞ mile seeks to proliferate

and formalize discussions and critique. The release of issue #5 contains contributions by stephen garrett

dewyer, Jennifer Junkermeier, Osman Khan with special guests Greg Baise [of MOCAD] and Joe Scanlan,

Marie Buck, Katie Grace McGowan, Sarah Nesbitt, Cedric Tai, and Rachel Yezbick.  

According to co-founder Jennifer Junkermeier, ∞ mile is…

Everyone who has signed on to be involved with ∞ mile has varying ideas of
exactly what it is and what it should be.  I think this is a good thing.  ∞ mile is

a forum. Its online occupation is concerned with providing a structure for
people to publicly and formally exchange views and ideas on art and culture
in Detroit and abroad.

Currently, few publications contain text or images of Detroit’s scene outside

institutionally initiated or social-media dictated formats of information
exchange.  ∞ mile is an accessible, public record of happenings, climate,

and context for select art in Detroit.  With the amount of work created and
shown in Detroit as well as a growing interest from both inside and outside the

city in its happenings, a sizable gap of sources attempts to define and
contextualize what the scene is and what it looks like.  ∞ mile will provide an
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alternative record of the art scene that, albeit curated, takes its cues from its
contributors and audience as seen in monthly text, photo essays, letters and

“citings”.

One article that got our attention was The Use of Artists by Rachel Yezbick, which examines the use of

Detroit artists “for re-branding and revitalization efforts within the city.” Yezbick points out The Knight

Foundation along with the The Kresge Fellowship for “mobilizing artists as tools of gentrification, using

artists to fill in the gaps of a failing social sector or create events that make the city more enticing to developers. ”

When do these arts funding programs cross the line between supporting the arts and pushing agendas onto

the artists themselves, who may feel pressure to help ‘save the city? She explains,

For artists to see themselves and their artwork as serving a social purpose is
to take on a daunting responsibility, to take on social ills that they are ill

equipped to successfully tackle.”

Regarding artist reception to the rest of the world, she argues that “artistic practice in Detroit is so closely

aligned with a narrative of the city, artists simultaneously forfeit artistic merit in national and international art

scenes, often valued not for the work they create but for the insight and voyeurism they provide into a highly

mythologized and misunderstood city.” This is particularly interesting, as artwork coming from Detroit is in fact

looked at as an insight to those who live there more than the merit of the art itself, increasingly more of public

interest than the previous years of ‘ruin porn.’

Many points in her argument are valid. These concepts are important to consider and discuss, but there are of

course other sides to the conversation. The growing Detroit artist community and corresponding media

attention is not the sole result of the entities or organizations incentives or underlying agendas. Art does not

always need to support communal endeavors, but it can be a powerful tool for positive changes.  Street art in the

form of large-scale murals, bus benches, and re-invigorated parks around Detroit have invigorated parts of the

decayed urban environment and help transform blight-stricken communities.  Detroit is not a Utopian dream -

but- the city’s strange, uniqueness does provide artists with inspiration and ample space to create artwork. The

city itself often influences or becomes the subject of art, in a similar way that Paris was the subject of many

Surrealism and Impressionism works.  Ultimately, it remains up to the individual artist to  “focus on making the

best work possible rather than making work that is in service of a promoted communal ideal.”
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